ITGE 320 Research Assignments 

Research assignments will be at least three paragraphs long and will have at least three references. I do not accept Wikipedia as a reference. Wikipedia is a good place to start and get a general understanding of the subject but it is not an acceptable reference. Three references and a rough outline, collection of ideas, or rough draft are due on Thursday of the week that the research was assigned. The final paper is due by class time on Monday of the following week.

Grading Rubric

	
	0
	1
	3
	5

	Were the references and draft turned in on time?
	References and draft not turned in
	References and draft turned in late
	
	References and draft turned in on time

	Was the assignment turned in on time?
	Assignment not turned in
	Assignment turned in late
	
	Assignment turned in on time

	Was good grammar and spelling used?
	Many grammar, spelling and punctuation errors
	Some grammar, spelling and punctuation errors
	Few grammar, spelling and punctuation errors
	No grammar, spelling and punctuation errors

	Did the assignment address the issue(s) or was the assignment on topic?
	Addresses none of the issues or was not on topic
	Addresses some to few of the issues or often wandered off topic
	Addresses most of the issues or stayed mostly on topic
	Addresses all of the issues or stayed on topic

	Was critical thinking evident?
	No thinking evident
	Assignment was thought about
	Assignment was thought about and an attempt was made to apply ideas to other examples
	Assignment was expanded upon with logically valid inferences to other examples

	Was the assignment neat and orderly?
	Assignment was sloppy and showed no order 
	Assignment was mostly neat and showed some order
	Assignment was neat and orderly
	Assignment was neat, orderly and presented in a professional manner


Points
Grade


27-30 A, 24-26 B, 21-23 C, <21 D

Was Critical Thinking Evident?


What does this mean? How do we think critically about and apply critical analysis to reading assignments? Below are a few ways in which we can apply critical thinking to our reading.


Identifying and Challenging Assumptions - During and after reading ask yourself did the author make any assumptions. If so are there any reasons to doubt the assumptions? Ask yourself “Did the reading cause me to change any of my assumptions?”


Appraisal – Think about what was just read. Ask yourself what the author said. Did the author make sense? Did what the author said agree with what you previously knew about the subject?


Integration – How does what the author said fit with other subjects you’ve learned or are learning?

